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Source: Meio/ldeia’s pool aggregator.
Blue == approval; Red == disapproval.
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The evolution of presidential competition

Estrutura da Competicdo pela Presidéncia e
Consolidagdo do Sistema Partidario no Brasil*

e PT and PSDB structure(d) the
Carlos Ranulfo Melo' political competition for the
Rafael Camara” presidency

Professor e pesquisador do Departamento de Ciéncia Politica da Universidade Federal de

Minas Gerais (UFMG). E-mail: ranulfo@fafich.ufmg br. R . 'F | | h

“Mestre em sociologia ¢ doutorando no Programa de Pés-Graduagio em Ciéncia Politica da

Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais (UFMG). E-mail: camaramelo@yahoo.com.br. ° € p €rcussions Tor a Ot er
races: governors; senators;

federal MPs: state assemblies.

AS ELEIGOES DE 2010

E 0 QUADRO PARTIDARIO @ Reasons of supply, rather than
demand

FERNANDO LIMONGI E RAFAEL CORTEZ
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The evolution of presidential competition

@ In the demand side, the
Brazilian electorate was divided
Partisans, between petistas (pro-PT) and

Antipartisans, and anti-petistas (anti-PT).
Nonpartisans

Viding Belawio: in Brazd

@ The anti-petistas were not
created with the PT, but
emerged over time, and voted
for the PSDB.
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The evolution of presidential competition

The Bolsonaro Voter:
Issue Positions and Vote Choice in the @ Bolsonaro has aligned (not

2018 Brazilian Presidential Elections . i
realigned) and consolidated the

Lucio R. Renné . . . .
anti-petista votes in his

candidacy.
Beyond Electoral Fortunes: 1aacy
The Consolidation of a @ This is due to affective
Far-Right Alignment evaluations and issue alignment
in Brazil operating as mutually

reinforcing processes.

@ In sum, bolsonarism is here to
stay.

Lucio Renné' , Thiago MoreiraZ ),
and Eduardo Ryo Tamaki®
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Lula’'s swing voters in 2022

@ In 2022, Lula closely beat
Bolsonaro, after seeing Haddad
lose by 10 p.p. in 2018.

@ Lula won 2 blocks of swing
voters:

e Working-class voters in the
peripheries of large cities
@ Remembrance of good
economic times, in an
uncertain age
e More-educated voters from
large cities

o Disapproval of Bolsonaro's
handling of the pandemic

and his authoritarian
leanings
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Bolsonaro nos municipios, 1°T de 2018 e 2022
Cada ponto € um municipio, o tamanho indica seu eleitorado
Alinha tracejada indica a relag@o perfeita de 1 para 1

Tamanho do eleitorado © sk © 50k 500k 25M £

Capital Outros municipios

0%+ .
75% o 25% 0%

Votos validos (2018)

Source: Fernando Meireles.
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How might these campaign main issues affect these voters?

@ Public safety

e The police killings in Rio in Oct./2025 stopped the rise in approval
ratings the government was enjoying.

e The right is seen as more capable of dealing with this issue.

e It's a more salient issue in larger cities.

@ Corruption

o Corruption is a salient issue for high-education voters.
o Even if Lula/PT are not deeply involved in the Banco Master scandal,
it reinforces existing negative associations with PT.

o Economy

GDP has risen 2-3% every year of Lula 3.

Controlled inflation: 4-5%/year. However, it varies by areas.

All-time unemployment low: 5.8%. But, they are low-wage jobs.
Lula promised beer and steak (cerveja and picanha). Many voters do
not think he delivered it.
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Lula and Biden’s similarities

@ Some are worried that Lula's age might be an issue. It’s not!

Brazil's Lula, 80, livestreams workouts
before election against rival half his age

President contrasts his health with challenger Flavio
Bolsonaro, who fainted during a TV debate
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Lula and Biden’s similarities

@ However, there's at least one

other similarity that worries me:

e Biden's and Lula's economic
advisers allegedly cannot
“understand” their approval
ratings, giving good economic
indicators.

e Americans still don't
understand this, and
Brazilians are going in the
same direction.
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